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Please practice your spellings by using them correctly in sentences to have a better understanding of their meaning.  Write your sentences in your books.

Spellings: 


conscious, controversy, convenience correspond, criticise, critic, curious, debrief, deceit, deliberate
Wednesday 25th March 2020 – Writing – Narrative poetry
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Thursday 26th March 2020 – Reading - Book Review
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The epic poem!

Please write a review on this novel inspired by the historical epic poem that we have recently read.  
Please make sure you include:

· A brief summary of the story
· 
· Think about the events and characters throughout the story

· Share your thoughts and feelings about the story - some of the high points in the story (events or parts that made it enjoyable). Were there any setbacks (events that may have not been as enjoyable!)?

· How would you rate this novel overall?

*Please don’t forget to start off by telling us the name title and author of this book!


 

Friday 27th March 2020 – Reading Comprehension
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We have been sailing all night, navigating by the stars
and the full moon. It has been bright with scarcely any
cloud cover. I've taken my tum at the oars and
fortunately the sea was calm at the time because it is
back-breaking work and you need to work together as
a team. A momentary loss of concentration is all it
takes to throw the ship off course. I'm hoping that we
caplure some slaves when we land so that they can do
the rowing on the way back.

The dragon figurehead high above me has kept us
safe throughout our joumey by frightening away the
'sea-spirits and monsters that would drive us on to the
rocks. Now that it’s almost dawn | can see its red eyes
glinting clearly.

The ship is silently gliding through the water and even
though we entered the estuary a while ago and we can
see the shadowy settlements and hear the sound of
their animals, they are not yet aware of our presence.
In a short while, we'll bring down the great red and
white striped sail and bring the ship to anchor while we
wait for dawn, which must be less than an hour away.

The villages will begin to stir as the pale lights of dawn
streak across the sky. But it will be too late for them, for
by then we will be ready to attack. We are well armed,
our armour will protect us from their weapons and
above all we have a carefully planned strategy to
conquer them. If they do not fight back, they will be
taken as slaves but in my experience many of them will
be foolish and will try to fight for their land and then
they will die.

ack

Our first target will be the churches where they keep
their treasures of gold, silver and fine fabrics. This is
where the fiercest fighting will take place because
these people are very protective of their holy places
and the monks who guard the treasures are not afraid
to die. But what we really want is their land. From what
| can see in the half-light, the land is fertile and this
would be a good place to bring our wives and raise our
children. | like to think of building my own small house
on this river shore and seeing my wife, with her long
fair hair neatly plaited, spinning and weaving and
caring for my boys.

Somewhere close by, a cockerel is crowing to
announce the arrival of a new day. The sail creaks as it
is lowered and we are now in the final stages of
preparation. It's time to strap on my armour and
assemble my weapons. | think | shall use my small,
sharp axe on this occasion. It is light and easy to wield.
Eric Redbeard, our leader, who has much experience
of raiding is issuing final orders. The air is full of
tension and excitement and it is incredible to think that
just across that field, people are still sleeping unaware
that this day will change their lives forever. Sadly for
'some, this will be the last time they awake to celebrate
a new day but | cannot think of that or | will lose my
nerve, which would make me an easy target.

The sky is beginning to lighten with each moment that
passes and we can clearly see the thatched rooftops of
the village. A lone figure is trudging across the field,
most probably a farmer on his way to milk his cow. He
has no idea that we are lying in wait and if we don't

Eric is on the move, leaping from the boat on to the
riverbank. He raises his arm and bids us follow him. |
grab my shield and axe and join the line of men who
are disembarking. | am both anxious and excited. |
think again of my wife and sons sleeping soundly in
their beds across the ocean but | cannot dwell on them
or | shall not be able to do what | have come here to
do. Sven Longshadow is staying behind to guard the
ship and | cannot make up my mind whether | envy
him or not. A great surge of adrenalin sweeps through
me and | am ready to fight.

up into the field, making our way stealthily towards the
buildings. We await the signal from Eric. When he
raises his hand the raid will be underway. A minute
the village.
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Choose the best word or group of words to it the passage and put a ring around your
cholce.

We have been sailing all ight. | have taken my tum at the
1 sails rudder oars prow
but hope slaves will help us rotum. The dragon figurehead kept us

2 safe sailing ‘successful steady
throughout our joumey. The vilages st as the pale light of the

3 street stars reflection dawn
siroaks across the sky. What we really want is their

4 gold sitver land fine fabrics.
for our families. For a weapon I wil take my small

5 sword dagger axe knife
because it is sharp. Alone figure is

6 trudging travelling walking running
across a field. | grab my

7 boots sword helmet shield
and axe. When Eric

8 raises his hand gives the sign:

fires a shot blows his bugle

the raid wil be undorway.

1 What did the author think about ‘taking his tum at the oars?

2 What evidence suggests the Vikings were fearful of sea-monsters?

3 What does the phrase ‘shadowy seftiement’ describe?

4 Why do you think they waited until dawn before they attacked?

5 What will it be 100 late for them’ o do ‘as the pale lights of dawn streak across the
sky’?

6 Why does the author think the villagers are ‘foolish... o fight for their land'?

7 Why are the churches the first target?

8  What does the phrase ‘easy to wield mean?

9 Why for some will this will be the last time they awake lo celebrate a new day’?

10 Why does the author not know whether o envy Sven Longshadow or not?

‘This passage is writien in the present lense [0 add suspense to what is happening.
Wite a short passage of your own in the present tense describing a different atack.
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